
 

Media Release                                         
 
December 8, 2025 
 
 
 

Library Hosts Black Canadians Learning Series 
 

ST. ALBERT, AB –St. Albert Public Library is partnering with the Africans & African Descendants 
Friendship Club of St. Albert (AADFC) to offer Black Canadians: History, Presence, and Anti-Racist 
Futures, a four-week learning series developed by the University of Alberta. 
 
"The Africans & African Descendants Friendship Club of St. Albert is excited to partner with St. 
Albert Public Library to host Black Canadians,” says AADFC Founder Helen Agbonison. “This 
engaging series will encourage meaningful reflection on the often untold and resilient history of 
Black people in Canada, which is essential knowledge for building an anti-racist present and 
future.”  
 
Anti-racist speaker Toni Harrison will facilitate each weekly session at the Library. Additionally, 
through the University of Alberta's Continuing Education online course system, attendees will 
have free access to all online modules and materials both inside and outside the classroom.  
 
“Most of what this excellent course teaches is still not taught in schools. That’s why sharing it is 
so important. Our understanding of where we are today, and the future we can choose to create 
as a society, is incomplete without knowing and understanding Black history and the histories of 
other historically marginalized communities,” says Harrison. 
 
The four-week learning series takes place at the Downtown Library on consecutive Tuesdays, 
6:30 – 8:30 PM, beginning January 13th and ending on February 3rd.  
 
“Black history is Canadian history, and we’re proud to partner with the Africans & African 
Descendants Friendship Club of St. Albert to present this significant series to the community,” 
says Library assistant Geoffrey Manderscheid. “With the University of Alberta providing open 
access to the course, and the expert guidance of Toni Harrison throughout the series, we’re 
excited to help foster the community connections that grow from learning together.” 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aadfc.ca/
https://aadfc.ca/
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/admissions-programs/online-courses/black-canadians-history-presence-and-anti-racist-futures.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/admissions-programs/online-courses/black-canadians-history-presence-and-anti-racist-futures.html


 

Register for this free learning series at sapl.ca beginning Thursday, December 11, 2025. 
Registration includes all sessions, and attendees are encouraged to participate in the full 
program.  
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For more information, contact: 
Mary Ellen Green (MEG) (she/her) 
Marketing and Communications Specialist 
St. Albert Public Library 
780-459-1750 
 
 megreen@sapl.ca  
 
Geoffrey Manderscheid (he/him) 
Library Assistant 
St. Albert Public Library 
780-418-6621 
 
gmanderscheid@sapl.ca  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sapl.libcal.com/calendar/adult/?cid=502&t=m&d=0000-00-00&cal=502&inc=0
mailto:lgreentree@sapl.ca
mailto:sneal@sclibrary.ca
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