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december closure

The Library will be closed December 24, 25 and 26 for
Christmas, and again on December 31 and January 1.

free library cards

check it out newsletter

Library cards are free for St. Albert residents. It’s all
part of our commitment to barrier-free access for all.

Be the first to know about new Library programs,
events and other exciting announcements – sign up
for our eNewsletter at sapl.ca.

New open hours at Jensen Lakes Library
Effective December 1, St. Albert Public Library will
change the open hours of the Jensen Lakes Library
location as follows: Tuesday through Friday from
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. At this time, Jensen Lakes Library
will remain closed on Sunday and Monday.
Jensen Lakes Library will continue to designate the first
hour of each open day for seniors and at-risk patrons.

The shift in hours at the Jensen Lakes location will
allow for families and students in north St. Albert to
drop in after school, and will create better flexibility
for those picking up library materials after work.
The patron capacity limit at Jensen Lakes Library
remains in place, as do all current masking,
sanitizing, distancing and other safety protocols.
See you there!

RBdigital audiobooks transition to Libby
Do you borrow RBdigital audiobooks through the eLibrary? RBdigital
is transitioning its audiobooks to the Libby by Overdrive app. Libby
has long been part of our eLibrary offerings, so you will continue to be
able to browse, borrow, and enjoy all the same great audiobooks you
loved in the RBdigital app, now available in Libby by OverDrive.
For information on how to download the Libby app and transfer your
current list of holds to Libby, check the Notice Board at sapl.ca.

Children’s Programs
Programs and storytimes are offered online through Facebook, Zoom and Youtube – only Zoom programs require advance registration. Find
program details at sapl.ca or visit or call the Downtown Library Children’s Information Desk at 780-459-1532.
Countdown to Christmas

Christmas Storytime Stew

Unsilent Night

THURSDAYS, NOV. 26-DEC. 24 | ALL AGES

TUESDAY, DEC. 15 | 9 AM

MONDAY, DEC. 21 | 6:30-7:15 PM

We’re counting down the five weeks to Christmas
with Christmas stories, songs and local traditions.
Starting November 26th, each week we’ll release a
new video on our YouTube channel that will get you
in the Christmas spirit. Keep an eye on our Facebook,
and Twitter feeds for the links or find them in our
online Children’s calendar!

A special Christmas Storytime Stew! If you’re worried
about screen time, this gentle, joyful listening
experience is just right for children 2-6 years old. Visit
our podcast page on Dec. 15 for a special Christmas
episode with Alex and Drew, or find us on Apple
podcasts, Google podcasts and Spotify.

Share Your Family Traditions!

Storytime Kits are ready to be put on hold and to
borrow. These themed kits are great for ages 3 to
6 and contain everything you need for a storytime
at home or in a classroom. Each kit contains 4 to
6 books, a music CD and a resource guide with
recommended songs, rhymes and fingerplays
(including our favourites from Library storytimes).
As a safety precaution, soft toys and puppets have
been removed.

Be part of a moving sound sculpture and spread
some joy and light on the longest night of the
year! Unsilent Night is an annual, worldwide event
for all ages that uses sound to create a unique,
ever-changing piece of art with the audience as
the performer. Each participant chooses one of
four parts of Unsilent Night music to be played
aloud simultaneously as we walk together through
downtown St. Albert in a physically distanced
stroller- and wheelchair-friendly procession.

Every family has its own traditions – some we share,
and some are different. What are some traditions you
celebrate at this time of year? We would love to hear
them. Send us an email to jsapl@sapl.ca or comment
on our Family Traditions posts on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram, and we’ll decorate Jensen Lakes Library
and the Children’s Library downtown with your replies.
Do you celebrate the same way as your neighbours in
our community? Find out when you visit next!

Borrow a Storytime Kit

Participants must bring their own listening devices
and speakers, and are encouraged to dress brightly
in festive clothing with reflectors and lights. Advance
registration is required to receive the route map and
instructions for downloading the music. Find all the
details at sapl.ca.

Community Outreach Van
It’s too cold for outdoor programming, but Outreach
staff have got some fun plans in the works! Watch
sapl.ca and our social media channels to find out
where the Outreach Van will be popping up in
December.
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Adult programs
Please register in advance online at sapl.ca or by visiting or calling the Downtown 2nd floor Information Desk at 780-459-1682. All programs are
online and registration is required unless noted otherwise.
All Abilities Afternoons

Adult Trivia Night

FRIDAYS, DEC. 4, 18 | 1:30-2:30 PM

FRIDAY, DEC. 11 | 7-8:30 PM

Let your creativity shine as you craft along with friends
online! We’ll meet over Zoom every two weeks to try
out a new craft or activity together, with guidance from
library staff. We welcome adults with developmental
disabilities and support workers.

Take a break from binge-watching and join Michele
and Michelle for Trivia Night! Make a team or play
solo, grab a pen and paper, and tune in to the Library’s
Facebook page. Will your team reign supreme?
Registration is not required.

Literary Jam Session with Conni Massing
THURSDAY, DEC. 10 | 7 PM

Tune in for this creative
gathering with Conni
Massing, our Writer in
Residence! This final meetup with our 2020 Writer
in Residence will include
inspiring prompts followed
by focused writing time.

Catch up on STARFest
Missed the 10 author events at STARFest last month?
Don’t worry, we recorded them. Enjoy conversations
with bestselling, prize-winning authors on your own
schedule, and discover new reads for the winter.
Find them at starfest.ca/online.

Tech offerings
A guide to exploring
the Arduino Uno
Rev3 Kit

Christmas films at your fingertips

You know Arduino kits
are now available for
borrowing from the Library,
but maybe you aren’t sure
where to start. We have
a bite-sized Tech Talk for
that! Library assistant Geoff
walks you through what you’ll find in the kit, how to
get started using it, and demonstrates a fun, simple
project that reminds him when to take stretching
breaks. Find it and all our Tech Talks on our Online
Programs page at sapl.ca.

Whether you’re craving your favourite holiday shows or
moody, dark films that seem to fit the shortened days
of winter, your library card gives you the free access
you need. Not sure where to start your browsing? We
have a Tech Talk for that! Digital Services Librarian Lisa
will guide you through how to access Acorn TV, Hoopla
and Kanopy to discover the thousands of films at your
fingertips. Find our Tech Talk on digital movies on our
Online Programs page at sapl.ca.

Teen Programs
Check teens.sapl.ca for great book picks, study help and more! Call 780-459-1682 or visit
either Library for more information.
Read It & Review

Virtual Escape Rooms

This virtual volunteering opportunity is for teens in
Grades 7-12. Volunteer reviewers promote books,
movies, games and music for our community.
Reviews are kept on the Library catalogue and used
for advertising and promotional materials. Find out
more, check out the latest reviews, and sign up now
at teens.sapl.ca.

You’re locked in a creepy cabin in the woods. Or
you’re at a glamorous hotel trying to solve a jewel
heist. Now you’re lost in the woods after a scuffle
with some mischievous forest elves. We’ve got list of
Virtual Escape Rooms created by our Teen Services
Librarian, Celeste! They’re designed for 11-17 year
olds but players of all ages enjoy solving these
puzzles! Find them on the online programs page
at sapl.ca, and watch for our latest – Trapped in the
Little White School! – in early December.

Book Clubs

Free Career & Employment Workshops

Book clubs meet via Zoom – please check the calendar at sapl.ca
to register.

SENIORS | Wednesday, Dec. 9 | 2-3:30 pm
MONDAY EVENING | Monday, Dec. 14 | 7-8:30 pm
TUESDAY AFTERNOON | Tuesday, Dec. 15 | 2-3:30 pm
This month in all three book clubs, we will have fun and informal conversations
about books we have read and recommend to the group – fiction, mysteries,
memoirs, interesting non-fiction, your all-time favourites, anything goes!
Winter or holiday themed reads and movies are great, as well. New members
are always welcome!

If you haven’t tried

Lynda.com

yet, what are you
waiting for? It’s FREE
with your SAPL card!

>
>
>
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Choose from more online career workshop options than ever – all for free! Career
planning, work search, interview techniques, managing conflict, strategies for
success, and much more.
Register for these free, full-day online workshops by calling BGS Enterprises at
780-425-6655 or online at bgsenterprises.com.

Résumé and Job Search Tutor Service
Call 780-459-1682 to book your FREE online résumé and job search consultation.

Ways to build a winning team | Yoga fitness & stretching at your desk | Start a side hustle
Photoshop for fashion design | Accounting foundations | Building intelligent chatbots
Producing podcasts | Creating a short film | The songwriter’s toolkit | Project management
Entrepreneurship: finding and testing your business idea | Time management fundamentals
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