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Library Storefront Access Point Coming in 2019 

St. ALBERT—The St. Albert Library Board is delighted with St. Albert City Council’s 
decision to fund a storefront access point in the 2019 budget. 

The Library Board is focused on ensuring the library services are barrier free, removing 
obstacles to residents being able to access, enjoy and benefit from the Library. In 2016 a 
new Community Outreach Literacy Van enabled people who faced difficulties in 
accessing the Library, because of geography and transportation issues, to attend 
community storytimes and pop-up library services. In 2017 the Board removed the 
Library membership fee and saw a significant increase in patron numbers. And in 2018 
the Library helped busy families by offering more drop-in storytimes, providing flexibility 
and spontaneity in its early literacy programs. The Library also introduced a new service 
to help job seekers. 

As Library Board Chair Janice Marschner explains, the Storefront Access Point is just 
another step in the journey to being barrier-free: “The success of the Community 
Outreach Literacy Van demonstrated that it is crucial for families in the growing north of 
our city to have access to library services, and how important it is that we find a way to 
provide a more permanent library access point. City Council’s decision to fund a 3,000 
square foot facility will give the community the access they need and deserve.” 

The exact site of the storefront location is yet to be determined. It will be a leased 
facility, offering access to popular collections, children’s programs, digital literacy and 
community space. 

Marschner continues: “This is a tried and tested model, and we have been able to study 
the design and operation of storefront libraries run by Edmonton Public Library, which 

St. Albert Library Board 
 



opens a storefront in new, growing communities. It has proven to be a cost-effective, 
efficient solution to a community’s need for access to library services. We are excited to 
be able to extend our services into the north of our City, and look forward to our 
storefront access point opening mid-2019.” 
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For more information contact: 
Julie Collison, Communications and Fund Development Coordinator 
St. Albert Public Library 
780-459-1750 
jcollison@sapl.ab.ca 
 
or 
 
Leslie Greentree 
Marketing & Communications Specialist 
780-459-1750 
lgreentree@sapl.ca 
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