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Library Launches Librewery Location 
 
ST. ALBERT—In a world first, St. Albert Public Library is pleased to announce an exciting 

collaborative venture for its upcoming storefront location: The Librewery. The Library will be co-

locating with a craft beer brewery in a new building in Jensen Lakes Crossing in north St. Albert. 

One-half of the building will feature a new Library location, with popular books and other 

collections, state-of-the-art computers and technology and space for favourite library programs 

such as storytimes. The other half will be a brewpub, producing quality craft beers for 

consumption on-site or take-away. A moveable wall will separate the two operations, with pub 

customers able to browse the library shelves with a pint and library patrons able to study or 

work at pub tables. The wall can be closed to enable the brewpub half to operate during times 

the library is closed. Minors accompanied by a parent or guardian will be welcome in the 

brewery half until 8 pm.  

 

Chief Librarian and Head Bottle-Washer Peter 

Bailey notes, “We want to put the pub into 

public library. Pubs were the community 

gathering places of days gone by. Today that 

role is filled by public libraries. With The 

Librewery we want to bring the best of these 

two places together. It’s not about the beer. Or 

the books. It’s about people.” 

 

“Council and the community asked us to be innovative and to push the envelope with the 

storefront library”, notes Library Board Chair Janice Marschner. “With The Librewary we are 

doing something ground-breaking for libraries and for St. Albert. We are building community 

and building new skills for residents, all without additional cost to citizens.” 

 

Library patrons will have the opportunity to participate in brewing operations through 

workshops and volunteer sessions. “We feel this is taking library makerspaces to the next level. 



This isn’t about 3-D printing plastic geegaws, this is about hands-on experience in craft brewing, 

one of the fastest growing market segments,” said Peter Bailey. 

 

Matt Atkins, of St. Albert’s Endeavour Brewing, is consulting on the project. Current Library staff 

have already started cross-training in brewing, brewery operations and food and beverage skills. 

The Library’s Luise Mendler-Johnson noted, “I see this as an opportunity to advance my readers 

advisory skills into a new space. Finding the right beer for a patron has many similarities to 

finding the right book for someone.” 

 

Core beers will include Atwood Ale, a brilliant but bitter old ale; Ranganathan’s Every Beer Its 

Drinker IPA; and Lankes Lager (“Great libraries build communities; Awesome libraries build 

breweries”). 

 

The Library hopes to open The Librewery by next April Fool’s Day. 
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For more information, contact: 

Peter Bailey 

Chief Librarian & Head Bottle-Washer 

St. Albert Public Library 

780-459-BEER 

pbailey@sapl.ca 
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