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After Hours Conversation with Todd Babiak and 
Senator Paula Simons: A STARFest event 

 
St. ALBERT—St. Albert Readers’ Festival is excited to present a special After Hours Conversation 
with author Todd Babiak and Senator Paula Simons. Todd and Paula will talk about many things, 
but in particular Todd’s major new novel, The Empress of Idaho. This special STARFest event 
takes place at 7 pm on Saturday, May 11 in Forsyth Hall at St. Albert Public Library. 
 
“We’re delighted to host these two audience favourites. The rapport and quick wit Todd and 
Paula bring to any event means this will be an entertaining evening,” says Peter Bailey, Library 
CEO. “Tickets will go quickly for this event, and it’s an excellent taster of the quality of events 
people can expect at STARFest 2019 in October.” 
 
Todd Babiak is the award-winning author of seven novels including The Empress of Idaho, which 
will be released on April 30. The book is described as “an immersive and affecting story about a 
teenager's fascination with an enigmatic new woman in town whose past is catching up with 
her.” Todd was also, for 10 years, a columnist and journalist with the Edmonton Journal. Todd is 
co-founder of Story Engine, a strategic consulting agency. 
 
Paula Simons is known for her award-winning work as a political columnist and investigative 
journalist with the Edmonton Journal. In 2018 Paula was appointed an independent Senator, 
representing Alberta. 
 
This event acts as a handoff for founding Festival Director Heather Dolman, who is organizing 
the May 11 evening as her final STARFest event before retirement. Dolman will hand over the 
STARFest reins to incoming Festival Director Peter Midgley, who comes to St. Albert Public 
Library from a publishing career with University of Alberta Press. Midgley is also the author of 
several books of poetry, children’s books and a memoir. 
 



“Heather has done such great work over the years to build STARFest into an award-winning, 
popular literary festival.  We wish her all the best in the next phase of her adventures,” says 
Bailey. “We look forward to welcoming Peter Midgley, who we know will bring great creative 
ideas and energy to the role.” 
 
Tickets to the Babiak-Simons event are $10 each and are available at St. Albert Public Library 
Customer Service desk or at Eventbrite.ca. The event will be followed by a reception with free 
refreshments and a toonie bar. Books will be available for purchase and signing. 
 
STARFest runs in October, 2019. Stay tuned for more information in the coming months. 
STARFest 2019 will continue the traditions of this award-winning festival, presenting numerous 
events featuring writers ranging from the new and noteworthy to long-time favourites from 
across Canada and beyond. For more information visit www.starfest.ca.  
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For more information contact: 
Leslie Greentree, Marketing & Communications Specialist 
St. Albert Public Library 
780-459-1750 
lgreentree@sapl.ca 
 
or 
 
Heather Dolman, Festival Director 
St. Albert Public Library 
780-394-2599 
hdolman@sapl.ca 
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