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Cultivating Reconciliation: First Contact Documentary Screening 
 

ST. ALBERT — As part of the Library’s Cultivating Reconciliation initiative, St. Albert Public Library invites 
you to join us for three Tuesday evenings in May for the screening of First Contact, followed by a group 
discussion. First Contact is a TV documentary series that takes six Canadians, all of whom have stereotypical 
opinions about Indigenous Peoples, on a 28 day journey into Indigenous Canada. The series runs in the 
Library’s Forsyth Hall from 7 to 8:30 pm on three consecutive Tuesdays – May 14, 21 and 28 – and is free to 
attend.  
 
First Contact aired on APTN (Aboriginal Peoples Television Network) and is narrated by George 
Stroumboulopoulos, former host of a number of highly rated CBC shows and music interview shows. The six 
“average” Canadian participants leave their everyday lives behind to travel deep into Winnipeg, Nunavut, 
Alberta, Northern Ontario, and the coast of BC to visit Indigenous communities. Along the way, they are 
forced to confront their perceptions about a world they have little to no understanding of and never 
imagined they would see.  
 
Reviewer Rachna Raj Kaur of Now Toronto magazine had this to say about the series: “The most important 
aspect of First Contact is how in three 44-minute episodes significant issues are addressed: missing and 
murdered Indigenous women, poverty, homelessness, addiction, food instability, living off the land, hunting 
and sharing economies, and the overrepresentation of Indigenous people in the prison population.”  
 
“With First Contact we hope to continue the discussion on Indigenous issues we opened with our 
Indigenous Canada MOOC series last year. We will continue providing a welcoming space for discussion, 
and listening to Indigenous voices and experiences,” says Peter Bailey, CEO of St. Albert Public Library. “This 
series is part of the larger continuing conversation we’re proud to facilitate through the support of our 
community partners in the Indigenous community.” 
 
Register in advance for this free series at www.sapl.ca or by calling the Adult Information Desk at 780-459-
1682.  
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For more information, contact: 
Leslie Greentree 
Marketing & Communications Specialist 
St. Albert Public Library 
780-459-1750  
 

https://nowtoronto.com/movies/tv-and-streaming/tv-review-first-contact-aptn/
http://www.sapl.ca/

