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SAPL offers free writing workshop with Mary Pinkoski 
 

ST. ALBERT — St. Albert Public Library is kicking off our 2019 Writer in Residence program with a free 
writing workshop, “I’ve Been Wanting to Tell You This,” which focuses on helping aspiring writers develop 
the skills to tell their stories; the program runs on Saturday, June 8 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the Library.  
 
In this hands-on workshop, participants will create short pieces of writing around their memories, using 
keywords and prompts from Mary Pinkoski, the regional 2019 Metro Federation Writer in Residence. The 
workshop will focus on memoir and is scheduled to celebrate Seniors’ Week, which runs from June 2 to 8; 
however, writers of all ages, abilities and genres are welcome to attend. 
 
“Whether you’ve been writing for years or you’re just starting to write and feeling unsure how to proceed, 
a hands-on writing workshop might be just the confidence boost you need,” says Alison Watson, Public 
Services Manager at St. Albert Public Library. “Receiving guidance, tips and inspiration from a professional 
writer can be an exciting catalyst to start putting your own story onto the page.”  
 
Pinkoski is an internationally-recognized poet who served as Poet Laureate for the City of Edmonton from 
2013 to 2015; in 2015 she was also awarded a University of Alberta Alumni Horizon Award for her poetry 
work in the Edmonton community, in particular for her work facilitating workshops. Her work has appeared 
in multiple anthologies, and she is the 2011 Canadian National Spoken Word Champion and a winner of the 
2008 CBC National Poetry Face-off. Pinkoski is currently working on her doctorate at the University of 
Alberta’s Faculty of Education. 
 
The Writer in Residence program is a joint project shared by St. Albert Public Library, Fort Saskatchewan 
Public Library, Strathcona County Library and Edmonton Public Library. Each plays host to a Writer in 
Residence for various free public programs over the Writer in Residence’s year-long appointment. While in 
residence, each writer spends about half their time mentoring other writers one-on-one and through 
workshops, and the other half working on their own writing projects. 
 
Register for this free workshop at sapl.ca or by calling the Library Information Desk at 780-459-1682. 
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