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SAPL celebrations of Indigenous Peoples feature Inuk artist Jeanien Bell 
 

ST. ALBERT — St. Albert Public Library is celebrating National Indigenous Peoples Day on Friday, June 21 and 
National Aboriginal Day on Sunday, June 23 with a range of activities in the Library and in the community, 
including an invitation to explore authentic Inuit artifacts in the library on June 21 with our special guest, Inuk 
artist and educator Jeanien Bell. 
 
Jeanien Bell is from Nunatsiavut, Labrador and is a member of the Nunatukavut Nation. In celebration of 
National Indigenous Peoples Day on June 21, the Library is delighted to host Bell between 3 and 5 pm in the 
Library, when she will offer people the opportunity to explore her collection of Inuit artifacts, share stories of 
legends and invite attendees to participate in traditional games. Bell’s presentation will be the highlight of a 
full day of self-led opportunities where people of all ages can learn more about Indigenous cultures and 
traditions. 
 
The Library Outreach Van will also be part of community celebrations for National Aboriginal Day on Sunday, 
June 23 at Lion’s Park. Library staff will take part in the We the People 2nd Annual Walk for Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, Men, and Children at 11:00 a.m., and we invite you to stop by the Van between 
11:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to take part in an all-ages collaborative craft. Between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m., St. Albert 
Poet Laureate Zach Polis will join us in Lion’s Park at the Library Speaker’s Spot with an invitation to community 
members to participate in a video project responding to the day’s celebrations of Indigenous cultures. 
 
The celebration of Indigenous cultures continues throughout June with SAPL’s participation in the inaugural 
One eRead Canada program, which runs until June 30 and encourages readers across the country to join 
together in reading the eBook or eAudiobook version of Glass Beads, a short story collection by Saskatchewan-
born Indigenous author, actor, and comedian Dawn Dumont. Glass Beads is a collection of interconnected 
short stories, focused on the lives of four First Nations people against a backdrop of two decades of political, 
social, and cultural change. During One eRead Canada, the Library is offering our members free, unlimited 
access to Glass Beads through hoopla or OverDrive with no holds or waitlists.  
 
For more information on any of these events and campaigns, stop by the Library Information Desk on the 
second floor or call 780-459-1682. 
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