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SAPL writer in residence Mary Pinkoski has big plans for fall programs 
 

ST. ALBERT — St. Albert Public Library is excited to welcome 2019 Writer in Residence Mary Pinkoski to the 
library for a four-month stay that’s packed with writing events, services and workshops for aspiring writers 
of all ages and experience levels. We’re kicking it off with a welcome social from 11 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday, August 24, where the community can hear Pinkoski perform, followed by the opportunity to hear 
more about her plans for her residency.  
 
“Mary has planned a fantastic line-up of services and programs, from an informal drop-in writing circle on 
Monday nights all the way to master classes where she will host other acclaimed writers for special 
workshops that focus on different genres and topics,” says Michelle Steinhusen, Adult Programming 
Librarian for St. Albert Public Library. “The value she’s bringing to the community through her residency is 
amazing.”  
 
During regular Writer in Residence office hours, community members can make appointments for one-on-
one sessions where Pinkoski will offer feedback on their writing. The Monday night drop-in writers circle 
invites writers to work quietly on existing projects in a shared, creative space, with the offer of writing 
prompts at the beginning of the writing time, as needed. Workshops throughout Pinkoski’s tenure in St. 
Albert will focus on a range of topics, including writing the everyday, and on writing your own stories based 
on the places you are from. More workshops for grade school writers and teens focus on poetry, and she 
has some special programs for children planned in the lead-up to Christmas. 
 
The master classes will run monthly and will feature critically acclaimed writers leading workshops in 
fiction, playwriting, multilingual writing, poetry, and – in response to every aspiring writer’s biggest 
questions – on pitching your work and getting interest from publishers. 
 
“The range of programs shows Mary’s strong commitment to nurturing writers of all ages, and writers at all 
stages of their development,” says Steinhusen. “Receiving these levels of guidance, support and inspiration 
from a professional writer can make all the difference to local writers.”  
 
Pinkoski is an internationally-recognized poet who served as Poet Laureate for the City of Edmonton from 
2013 to 2015; in 2015 she was also awarded a University of Alberta Alumni Horizon Award for her poetry 
work in the Edmonton community, in particular for her work facilitating workshops. Her work has appeared 
in multiple anthologies, and she is the 2011 Canadian National Spoken Word Champion and a winner of the 
2008 CBC National Poetry Face-off. Pinkoski is currently working on her doctorate at the University of 
Alberta’s Faculty of Education. 
 



The Writer in Residence program is a joint project shared by St. Albert Public Library, Fort Saskatchewan 
Public Library, Strathcona County Library and Edmonton Public Library. Each plays host to a Writer in 
Residence for various free public programs over the Writer in Residence’s year-long appointment. While in 
residence, each writer spends about half their time mentoring other writers one-on-one and through 
workshops, and the other half working on their own writing projects. 
 
All writer in residence programs and events are free, and there is no residency requirement. Find details of 
the Fall 2019 Writer in Residence programs at sapl.ca or by calling the Library Information Desk at 780-459-
1682, and follow MetroWiR on Facebook to be notified of Writer in Residence events. One-on-one 
appointments can be made by emailing regionalWIR@gmail.com.  
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For more information, contact: 
Leslie Greentree 
Marketing & Communications Specialist 
St. Albert Public Library 
780-459-1750  
 
Michelle Steinhusen 
Adult Programming Librarian 
St. Albert Public Library 
780-418-6623 

mailto:regionalWIR@gmail.com

