
 
 
Media Release                                         
 
August 15, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     
 

SAPL announces star-studded 2019 STARFest line-up 
 

ST. ALBERT — STARFest 2019 continues its tradition of excellence with a star-studded line-up of author 
events that will connect our eager audiences with every aspect of the human experience – from 
environmental tragedies to international, family, and spiritual quest stories, from post-apocalyptic tales to 
the effect of living your life in the public eye in the age of social media, murder, and the reasons why chop 
suey cuisine should be recognized as quintessentially Canadian. 
 
We kick off our 9th STARFest on October 4 with a talk by Governor General Award-winning Metís writer 
Katherena Vermette, whose literary career includes poetry, fiction, picture books, graphic novels, and co-
writing and co-directing an award-winning film. 
 
The festival continues October 15 to 28 with the queen of chills and thrills, Joy Fielding, with All the Wrong 
Places, a new novel in which online dating goes dangerously awry. David Bezmozgis joins us with Immigrant 
City, a collection of funny, compelling short stories exploring the experience of immigrants living in the 
spaces between their former homes and their new. Emma Donoghue brings us on a funny, heartwrenching 
journey in Akin, as an old man and his great-nephew unpick their painful family history on a road trip. 
 
Award-winning journalist Linden MacIntyre comes to us with The Wake, the story of the 1929 tsunami that 
struck Newfoundland’s Burin Peninsula, washing houses out to sea and changing the lives of the peninsula 
inhabitants forever. Amy Jones is next, with Every Little Piece of Me, a sharp, funny and melancholy novel 
about the intense friendship between two young women – a reality TV personality and a rock musician – 
whose every move is chronicled on the public stage.   
 
Brian Francis brings us Break in Case of Emergency, a painful, hopeful coming of age young adult novel in 
which a struggling teen is reunited with her father, only to learn that he’s gay, and a female impersonator. 
The theme of exploration continues with Anne Bokma and My Year of Living Spiritually, in which she 
explored Tarot, singing in choirs, past life regression, witch camp, and more.  
 
Fran Kimmel joins us with her second acclaimed novel, No Good Asking, a powerful tale of resilience 
featuring a young girl’s effect on the fraying family that reluctantly takes her in. No Good Asking is currently 
being considered for film adaptation. 
 
This year, STARFest is excited to present a twist on our popular conversational format – a panel of Alberta 
authors who are part of the Book Publishers Association of Alberta’s Read Alberta eBooks project. Join us to 
hear from Lauren Carter (This Has Nothing To Do With You), Wendy McGrath (Broke City), Randy Nikkel 
Schroeder (Arctic Smoke) and Michelle Kaeser (The Towers of Babylon). 



 
Critically acclaimed Shandi Mitchell comes to us with The Waiting Hours, in which a city is prickling under a 
heat wave, a hurricane is threatening to make landfall, nobody is prepared, and three first responders are 
forced to make choices that will alter lives.   
 
More delicious treats are in store with Ann Hui and her hugely popular Chop Suey Nation, which chronicles 
her journey across Canada writing about small-town Chinese restaurants using her own family’s story as a 
touchstone. Waubgeshig Rice takes us on a powerful, post-apocalyptic ride in Moon of the Crusted Snow: 
after a small northern reserve loses power, their food supply dwindles and the community weakens, and 
they must then face the arrival of strangers with their own agenda. 
 
13 year old Abu Bakr al Rabeeah and his teacher Winnie Yeung bring Canada Reads pick Homes: A Refugee 
Story to STARFest – a remarkable story of growing up amidst the unimaginable violence and horror of a war 
zone while simultaneously maintaining an odd normalcy that includes soccer, video games and friends. The 
festival concludes with Jean Teillet and The North-West is Our Mother – written by the great-grandniece of 
Louis Riel, this engaging history of “forgotten people” tells the Metís story up to the present era of national 
reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. 
 
“The range of voices and stories, and of those who tell them, reflects the society we live in – and that 
makes for an exciting festival,” says Peter Midgley, STARFest Director. “There is sure to be something of 
interest to everyone in the STARFest 2019 line-up.” 
 
This year’s STARFest hosts will keep the questions and the conversation flowing, and include some crowd 
favourites and some new faces: Janice MacDonald, Marcello Di Cintio, Paula Simons, Ken Davis, Mia and 
Terry Soetaert, Laurel Vespi, Leslie Greentree, Diana Davidson, Jacqueline Baker, Marty Chan, Richard Van 
Camp, Stephen Womack and Celina Loyer. 
 
“We’re proud to bring world-class authors to St. Albert through STARFest, and it’s gratifying to see how the 
community embraces this festival,” says Peter Bailey, CEO of St. Albert Public Library. “The library delivers a 
wide range of quality programs to St. Albertans year-round, but STARFest is our most high-profile – it draws 
attendees from all across the metro Edmonton region and beyond.” 
 
Check out www.starfest.ca for the full festival schedule. STARFest tickets are on sale now at the Library 
customer service desk on the main floor and at www.Eventbrite.ca. For more information, call 780-459-
1682. 
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