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SAPL’s Jensen Lakes Library opens January 2, 2020 
 

ST. ALBERT — Work is nearly complete on the interior fit-up of St. Albert Public Library’s new storefront 
location, a leased space at Jensen Lakes Crossing that will open its doors to the public on January 2. While 
construction crews install flooring, lighting, and wall finishes, library staff are busy organizing the layout, 
shelving and collections to make the most of every centimetre of the small space. 
 
“Because the space is 3,700 square feet, the storefront location will focus on the Library’s “greatest hits” – 
the most in-demand collection favourites, public computers, and children’s programs,” says Library CEO 
Peter Bailey. “But patrons at both locations will have access to the full Library collections, as we will 
transport items back and forth for the convenience of all residents across the city.” 
 
The storefront library will be called Jensen Lakes Library. Bailey notes that the name was chosen because 
the neighbourhood historically contained natural wetlands. As part of the Library’s ongoing commitment to 
reconciliation, project designers Manasc Isaac consulted with local Indigenous leaders in order to 
incorporate meaningful elements of Indigenous historical relationships with that wetland into the design of 
the new Library space. 
 
Manasc Isaac conducted further public consultation in 2019 with library users, non-users, and library staff, 
to find out what people wanted most from the storefront library. Library staff also engaged with hundreds 
of people about what they’d like to see at the storefront library during the 2019 Lifestyle Expo, receiving 
many enthusiastic responses about collections and spaces.  
 
“The Library is an extremely busy place – last year, we loaned more than 1 million items, hosted 1,423 
programs that almost 60,000 people of all ages attended, and had around 350,000 in-person visits,” says 
Library Board Chair Janice Marschner. “Now, we’re hearing a lot of excitement from the community about 
the storefront location. Whether Jensen Lakes Library relieves the stress on services at the downtown 
library, or expands learning and leisure opportunities for those citizens who have difficulty accessing the 
downtown library, we know this small space will have a big impact on the community.” 
 
The opening date of Thursday, January 2 will be followed by a community grand opening celebration on 
Saturday, January 18. Library lovers are encouraged to stay tuned to SAPL social media (links below) for 
progress updates, and for details about the grand opening celebration. Who knows – if we’re ready, we 
may just open our doors a little early. 
 
 



“The Library’s promise to the community is embodied in our tagline: “Here for you, here for all,” Bailey 
says. “The Jensen Lakes Library reflects and builds on that commitment by extending library services into 
underserved areas and across the city. We’re excited to get the doors open and welcome everyone into 
their new library space.” 
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Find us on: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stalbertpubliclibrary/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/StAlbertLibrary 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/stalbertlibrary 
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