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SAPL recognizes 2019 writer in residence Mary Pinkoski for a successful term 
 

ST. ALBERT — 2019 Writer in Residence Mary Pinkoski concluded her term at St. Albert Public Library in 
mid-December, and the Library wishes to acknowledge her inspiring contribution to the writing lives of 
hundreds of area residents. In her four months at SAPL, Pinkoski delivered or hosted 15 programs and 
workshops targeted at different ages and different writing interests, met with writers 69 times for 
individual writing consultations, met with the Paul Kane High School Poetry Group three times, and hosted 
a drop-in writers’ circle every Monday night between September 9 and December 16.   
 
Pinkoski spent four months each at Fort Saskatchewan, Strathcona County and St. Albert public libraries. 
During her time at St. Albert Public Library, she delivered a wide range of programs and services that 
touched writers of all ages, using techniques ranging from the use of foam squares and playdoh with 
younger poets, to using improv games with teens as a starting point for poetry. Her consultations and 
workshops included a diversity of writers from university-age to seniors, and supported a wide variety of 
projects and genres of writing, including poetry, memoir, screenplay, fan fiction, time travel fiction, 
historical novels, short stories, nonfiction magazine articles, children’s literature, and young adult novels. As 
well, she hosted five well-attended writing master classes with critically acclaimed writers who led 
workshops in fiction, playwriting, multilingual writing, poetry, and pitching their work to publishers. In all, 
Pinkoski interacted with area writers hundreds of times in her four months at St. Albert Public Library. 
 
“Mary delivered a fantastic line-up of services and programs for writers of all ages and experience levels, 
and the impact of her guidance, support and inspiration on writers in the region will be far-reaching,” says 
Michelle Steinhusen, Adult Programming Librarian for St. Albert Public Library. “She offered workshops for 
seniors, for children, for teens, and for writers in every genre. Her enthusiasm, and the diversity of learning 
opportunities and support she offered, was truly phenomenal. The Writer in Residence program is such a 
valuable free service for the community, and her contribution to the development of the literary arts in the 
region was outstanding.”  
 
“One of the greatest joys of my term was getting to meet one-on-one with a diverse group of writers in 
each library,” Pinkoski says. “I worked with people of all ages, some who had been writing for years and 
others just beginning. But the most special to me were the ones who had never accessed the Writer in 
Residence before because they experienced literacy challenges or some other form of precarity in their 
lives. To be able to read their work and, in that reading, honour it and say, ‘Your story has meaning and 
value,’ was such a blessing.” 
 



St. Albert Public Library thanks Pinkoski, an internationally-recognized poet who has also been honoured 
for her work facilitating workshops, for her successful tenure as the 2019 Metro Federation of Libraries 
Writer in Residence.  
 
The Writer in Residence program is a joint project shared by St. Albert Public Library, Fort Saskatchewan 
Public Library, Strathcona County Library and Edmonton Public Library. Each plays host to a Writer in 
Residence for various free public programs over the Writer in Residence’s year-long appointment. While in 
residence, each writer spends about half their time mentoring other writers one-on-one and through 
workshops, and the other half working on their own writing projects. 
 
All Writer in Residence programs and events are free, and there is no residency requirement. Check sapl.ca 
in the coming months to find details about the Fall 2020 Writer in Residence programs at St. Albert Public 
Library with 2020 Writer in Residence Conni Massing, and follow MetroWiR on Facebook to be notified of 
Writer in Residence events.  
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Marketing & Communications Specialist 
St. Albert Public Library 
780-459-1750  
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