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2021 comparison of 
mid-sized Alberta libraries

SUMMARY OF KEY METRICS – HOW DOES SAPL STACK UP? 

Funding
•	 4th of 7 for municipal funding per capita, behind Strathcona County (#1), Lethbridge (#2), Grande Prairie (#3). 
•	 Municipal support per capita decreased by 13% from 2019 ($71) to 2021 ($62).

Efficiency
•	 Fewer FTE staff (35.2) than in 2019 (42.6), and fewer staff than the average of our comparators (38.3).
•	 Largest physical collection (books and other materials) per capita (along with Strathcona County Library).
•	 Second smallest facility area per capita (Airdrie is currently the smallest but is building a large library).
•	 Second lowest cost per circulation ($6.62). 

Use
•	 Highest in-person visits per capita.
•	 Second highest loans per capita (9.4 loans/person). 


